Annotating a Text
Why Bother?

Annotating a text is like having a profound conversation with the poem.

· Annotation results in a more meaningful, through and critical understanding of text.

· Annotation provides the framework for your critical analysis of poetry tool (T.L.F.T).

· The more time you invest in the annotation process, the less time it will take to get to the important stuff like theme, ideas, epiphany and change.

When and Where?

Do not annotate on a casual first reading.

· Allow yourself to read the poem uninterrupted.
· Notice possibilities for annotation but do not break the reading flow by annotating.

When annotating a text on subsequent readings:

· A. Identify specific questions for clarification

· B. Identify areas of understanding by paraphrasing
· C. Identify facts
· D. Identify evidence of figurative language and technique

· E. Make observations about events, theme, etc
“I write half of the poem. The reader writes the other half.”








- Paul Valery
How Do I Start?
Annotating is an interactive personal process which creates ownership of the poem. Annotation requires you to access and apply your background knowledge and experience to further comprehension. As soon as you put a mark on a poem, you have changed it forever; now that poem is yours.

Developing a personal annotation style is important. Experiment with different techniques such as:

· Use coloured pens

· Use different fonts

· Write in the margins

· Underline, circle, square off, use arrows, etc.
· Draw  little quick pictures
