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The Goal of English Language Arts

The goal of English language arts is to enable each student to understand and appreciate language, and to use it confidently and competently in a variety of situations for communication, personal satisfaction, and learning. We will be studying and/or creating a variety of texts including short stories, poetry, novels, scripts, film and non-fiction in order to achieve each of the five General Outcomes listed below:

Outcomes for English Language Arts
General Outcome 1:  Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to explore thoughts, ideas, feelings, and experiences.
You will:  

· Use your writing to explore ideas and thoughts.

· Form opinions and ask questions through talk and conversation.

· Gather information and support opinions by listening, reading, and viewing different materials.

General Outcome 2:  Students will listen, speak, read, write, view, and represent to comprehend and respond personally and critically to oral, print and other media texts.
You will:

· Preview, ask questions and set purposes before reading and writing.

· Reflect, analyze, and evaluate the texts you read.

General Outcome 3:  Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to manage ideas and information.
You will:

· Consider the author’s purpose, audience and source when reading different texts.

· Select and organize information that you have deemed important.

General Outcome 4:  Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to enhance the clarity and artistry of communication.
You will:  

· Use well-organized, clear and precise language in your writing.

· Use artistic language in your writing, to express who you are and what you are feeling.

· Apply the conventions of grammar language, spelling, and punctuation.

General Outcome 5:  Students will listen, speak, read, write, view and represent to respect, support and collaborate with others.
You will:

· Work in groups by planning and working together to meet a common goal.

· Celebrate how language preserves and enriches a culture.
Resources Required
Basic textbook required: Crossroads 8
Supplies:  1” Binder, a 50-100 page scribbler, lined loose leaf, black and blue pens and a highlighter.
A Pocket Dictionary and Pocket Thesaurus will also be helpful when it comes to composition.
Home-study Requirements

You will be required to complete unfinished work at home and will be given assignments to complete outside of school. 

Course Expectations
Every student has the responsibility to

· Be a regular attendee – the school attendance policy will apply.

· Be on time.  Problematic lates will be dealt with according to school policy.

· Bring appropriate materials such as textbooks, notebooks, and pens to class.

· Work to your potential.

· Respect the rights of others.

· Make up the assignments when an excused absence occurs.

· Complete all required assignments on time.

Evaluation

All marks are cumulative and will be graded, whenever possible, according to rubrics established for the assignments.  A variety of assignment types should be expected.  The term mark will account for 75% of your overall grade; a final exam at the end of the course will account for the remaining 25%.   

Classroom Policy** Late Assignments will be docked 10% each day it’s late. After 5 days an assignment cannot be handed in for marks unless a valid reason is provided.
In class Assignments (25%)

Projects (20%)

· Students will be responsible for creating major writing assignments as assigned.

· Additional writing assignments and projects will be included.
Tests– 30%
· Students will be evaluated on both text creation and text study (including reading comprehension tests)
Final Exam      –  25%

· Students will be evaluated on both text creation and text study.
If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to email /call me at the school.

Mrs. Ashley Russell – Ashley.Russell@sturgeon.ab.ca
